[Treatment of the regional lymph nodes in squamous carcinoma of the penis].
We evaluated the management of the regional lymph nodes to determine the appropriate treatment for carcinoma of the penis. The records of 36 patients with carcinoma of the penis were reviewed. Lymphadenectomy was performed in 18 patients, 17 were managed conservatively (watchful waiting) and 1 patient had a biopsy and received radiotherapy. Positive nodes were found in 2 of 2 pT4, 2 of 3 pT3, 8 of 13 pT2 and 2 of 12 pT1 patients submitted to lymphadenectomy. Concerning the histological grade, positive nodes were found in all of the 4 G3, 5 of 12 G2 and 3 of 20 G1 patients. The survival rate was 100% for the patients with negative lymph nodes (pNO = 6) or a single positive inguinal lymph node (pN1 = 5). A correlation was found between the T and the histological grade and the likelihood of lymph node invasion. The T and the histological grade of the primary lesion must be considered when deciding the approach in the management of the lymph nodes as unnecessary lymphadenectomy can be avoided and those at high risk of lymph node invasion can be treated radically and timely.